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Meeting Purpose

The purpose of today’s meeting and hearing is to share
information and receive your input.

When providing input at the hearing or in writing, it is
most helpful to focus comments on:
— A particular alternative, impact, or proposed
mitigation.
— (Concerns about an alternative and its effects on
the environment.
— Any incomplete or inaccurate information.
— How the project or alternative would affect you.
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Public Testimony

Ground Rules for Public Testimony
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We ask that you please:
» Be respectful, courteous, and patient.

» Remain quiet while others are giving
testimony so the court reporter can hear;
leave the room for side discussions.

» Refrain from addressing the audience or
asking for audience participation.

» Help maintain an atmosphere where
everyone feels comfortable and welcome,

regardless of his or her position on
the project.

» Don’t interrupt anyone while he or she

Is speaking.

» Turn off cell phones or set them to vibrate.

You must sign in personally to speak during the public hearing portion of
the meeting. Testimony from individuals, including a representative from

a commercial enterprise, will be limited to 3 minutes. Testimony by a group
(an established non-profit club or association) or agency will be limited to

5 minutes.

All testimony will become part of the public record. No displays, signs, or
banners should be posted in the building.
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Purpose & Need

Purpose

The purpose of the project is to bring

the highway up to current standards to
efficiently and safely serve through-traffic,
local community traffic, and traffic bound
for recreation destinations in the area.

Narrow Lanes and Clear Zone
e Rk LT i Y
Tl

ee uluce Highway Congestion
» Meet Current Highway Design Standards
» Improve Highway Safety
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Timeline

HIGHWAY MILE

Project Timeline and NEPA Steps

1982 2000 2000-06 2014 2016 2018-2023
Draft EIS MP 37-60 MP45-60 Scoping to determine Draft SEIS g Final SEIS Construction
Project Put on hold Purpose & Need Cooperating Record of
: : We are -
and Alternatives Agency Review here Decision (ROD)
O) () )

Qo () () () O
1950 1994 2001 2015 2016-17 2023
Original 2nd Draft MP 37-45 2006-14 Draft SEIS Design and Completion
Highway EIS MP 37-60 Highway Alternatives study Public & Agency Right-of-Way

completed upgrade constructed and analysis Review (Public Hearing) aquisition
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(Millions)

Juneau Creek

s Cooper Creek G South Juneau Creek .
Variant

Construction? $236 $250 $205 5211

Other Costs” $54 $53 $44 $45

Total $291 $304 $250 $257

“Construction costs include the road itself and bridges/tunnels/retaining walls, plus 20% for contingencies, and 15% for construction administration.

"Other costs include permitting, design, utility relocations, right-of-way acquisition, and Indirect Cost Allocation Plan (ICAP). Note that right-of-way costs estimate
the land payment portion only. It does not address the other per parcel costs of land acquisition. These costs only reflect privately owned land impacted by the
alternatives. Land owned by Federal, State, and Municipal agencies is assumed to be acquired via interagency land transfers.
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Skilak Lake
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Snug Harbor Road

Cooper Lake Dam Road

—

No Build Alternative Siatal I -]

(Existing Highway) (| Water Feature
® Milepost

Local Road

~N~~ Stream

Legend

— Unimproved Road

» National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires that an EIS analyze the impacts of » Does not resolve congestion problems.
not building the project in order to compare the effects of the project alternatives. » Does not meet modern highway standards.

» Highway would remain much as it is today — only maintenance and pre-programmed » Does not improve National Highway functionality.
work would occur.
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CONNECTION TO

e, iy
e T

— Two replacing existing

o =0ld* Sterling Highway,
!

Loop Trail Location ND PROJECT

V BEAN CREEK RD
o g0 SPORTSMAN'S CONNECTION | <~ EB LEFT TURN LANE
» Follows the existing LANDING TO EXISTING WB RIGHT TURN LANE
. HIGHWAY %BR?JCEAEI\II_EERATION!RIGHT \ —
EB RIGHT TURN LANE
alignment for most of EB RIGHT TURN LAN; o o T
its length. WB RIGHT TURNLANE - R QUARTZ CREEK RD
. EB RIGHT TURN LANE
» About 3.5 miles would be | WB LEFT TURN LANE _——
: T | : .y e T §
Full N K : = 1 =
located on a new alignment, . \ : S ’ T
o : o\ ~ ~
routed south of Cooper Landing. it o | N\
» Includes construction of three . B - N = el
e = | Replace segmentBuitl |
Iarge bridges: | ;_E i COOper Landing — e 0 on Exf'stiﬁg’&}‘ignﬁ?'ﬁjf ¥
\ 2 . Bridge
S = Proposed Interpretive ,
|

Lo cormascr] Y, ftmiein / AP WLl
Kenai River bridges f wessz B B A\ _, Zo
— One new large bridge over 8 4a =
Cooper Creek (_Kena! _ /ﬂ,ff\ o\ [t
» Total Cost: $291 million | Scthf;?ﬂ:gg pridge| S S o) e,

\ Overpass
Over Cooper
L ake Dam Road

/ e
| Stetson Creek Trail =/

New
T Cooper Creek Bridge

RUSSIAN RIVER
CAMPGROUND ACCESS

Alignment Description Existing Highway

2-Lane Highway Built ® Milepost
to Current Standards*®
Local Road

—— Unimproved Road

Proposed Stetson
Creek Trailhead

== Eastbound (EB) Passing Lane

-=== Trail

©

c

g., = \Nestbound (WB) Passing Lane
3 Passing Lane Both Directions

New or Replace Bridge

* The entire alignment would
be built to current standards.

==== Steep Grade

SKILAK LAKE RD

INTERSECTION CONNECTION TO

EXISTING HWY AND
SNUG HARBOR RD
EB/WB RIGHT TURN LANE
EB/WB LEFT TURN LANE

WB ACCELERATION/
CLIMBING LANE

EB/WB RIGHT TURN LANE
EB/WB LEFT TURN LANE

EB RIGHT TURN LANE
WB LEFT TURN LANE
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G South Alternative

» WO“Id CO“StrUCt 5.5 miles SPORTSMAN'S CONNECTION TO CONNECTION TO
. . e LANDING a — EXISTING HIGHWAY QUARTZ CREEK RD
of new alignment skirting ==
EB RIGHT TURN LANE EB LEFT TURN LANE EB RIGHT TURN LANE
north Of c00per I.andlng WB LEFT TURN LANE WB RIGHT TURN LANE WB LEFT TURN LANE
and the Kenai River,
1 - J L | = b i
reconnecting with the ) N ~ . X
° ° o Y Tak \‘x\" PR ean curee rai |1 -
existing alignment near ( o N ol NN
R P B i
= roposed Bean Creek
MP 52. 2 i l s St Crasic Bridns summer trailhead parking :
o o g o I = = A - : < 5 2% de |
» Designed to avoid impacts y = - = o o2 N
= : r : | f':-. 0 SegmentBUilt 'b'sgéki;:hﬁ '-L:fdi'm ent: : i '
to the Resurrection Pass | . = 5.9% grade on New Alighment g ;_;

o : Segment Built 5y = New —d END PROJECT
Trail and Juneau Creek T e g = < et Eivartiiidoe e
Falls area ( ' M

° T 4 ‘
PREE gl ¢ c S I G SRS ey C RN R ST I ey a e T )
» Would include construction S &S N
of three bridges: Ve e sz \MES .- N7
g : > LAKE *w? w ) N Overpass | / N,
. RD ' Over Bean
— Onereplacing an Replace  |\{ |
p g Ly | V. Schooner Bend - Creek Trall
existin brid e over Alignment Description Existing Highway oF Bridge RN S L
g g 2-Lane Highway Built Local Road 3 : S i
.
° e to Current Standards® . : s il
U d Road = 1L
the Kenal Rlver -g === Fastbound (EB) Passing Lane ____ Tr::rprwe . i
Two new bridges one % === \Nestbound (WB) Passing Lane o Milepost |
— 4 v Passing Lane Both Directions
- g (LA
New or Replace Bridge o i*MiIes

over lower Juneau 2+ Steep Grade S coom 0

Creek, and one over the

Kenal Rlver SKILAK LAKE RD

» Total Cost: $304 million sl

EB RIGHT TURN LANE
WB LEFT TURN LANE

CLIMBING LANE

RUSSIAN RIVER CONNECTION TO
CAMPGROUND ACCESS EXISTING HWY
EB/WB RIGHT TURN LANE _ EB RIGHT TURN LANE
EB/WB LEFT TURN LANE /\ WB LEFT TURN LANE
EB ACCELERATION/




Juneau Creek Alternative
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» Deviates from the existing CONNECTION TO CONNECTION TO
I. h h h T EXISTING HIGHWAY QUARTZ CREEK RD
d Ignment more than the other 3 EB RIGHT TURN LANE EB RIGHT TURN LANE
e WB LEFT TURN LANE WB LEFT TURN LANE
alternatives—about 10 of 14 £B ACCELERATION/
ileswould beona S
mi
new allgnment. Y ,, 2% 1{ /{ “ | .. \j 1,150 feet elevation P \ 3 == g
: # / _: { ‘ / f / f/ﬁ,i £ 7 E : ﬂ) _m_ E i ,., . Ej
» Would run north of c00per ' 2.1 © | Proposed Resurrection : New .
N5 9 Pass Trailhead ~/ ¢ Juneau Creek Bridge [
° ° ° A — ) .
Landing and the Kenai River, i S . | N
i i o S Overpass (2) | : Proposed Pullout Parking Areaj = 7
climbing the hillside and \T777Z277 = | Over USFS | = = ey serencau
‘ T \ounean wreek EAE  | Logging Roads T 4.3% Grade [ : T e
crossing Juneau Creek Canyon el —— - 2% Grace [
_ = 8% Grade - ; ~ [EnD PROJECT:
with a new bridge south of 2 o B 4R
% 7/ . MP 58.2 = MP A
Juneau Creek Falls. 7 _ b #
Ko~ g e e WS HARBOR RD ©%, MP 45 \‘
» New segment would cross the o ;e T\ e N
- SKILAK ~ , a 'fm N gggﬁv
Mystery Creek Wilderness area ARERD \ e -f
LB = =
: Nt Alignment Description Existing Highway L { West Connection to
In the KNWR and WOUId rejo'“ 2-Lane Highway BuiIEr Local Road 5;:}; | Existing Highway
the existing highway at about e Unimproved Ros SRR
g g y = Fastbound (EB) Passing Lane ® Milepost §,}J -
MP 56 E = \/Vestbound (WB) Passing Lane - Trail gf A
¢ D Passing Lane
. g Both Directions o mzzrgeg;%k | i
» Includes one large bridge S| et Comentonto j
° Existing Highway ' Lower =
spanning Juneau Creek Canyon New Bridge +he entie atcment wouid | f;’;:’“ \
-=== Steep Grade be built to current standards. 11t>j;" A N _ \

— the longest single-span

bridge in Alaska.
: - SKILAK LAKE RD CONNECTION TO
» Total Cost: $250 million INTERSECTION EXISTING HIGHWAY

EB RIGHT TURN LANE EB RIGHT TURN LANE
WB LEFT TURN LANE WB LEFT TURN LANE




Juneau Creek Variant Alternative
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CONNECTION TO CONNECTION TO

EXISTING HIGHWAY & QUARTZ CREEK RD \\:_
B B )

EB RIGHT TURN LANE EB RIGHT TURN LANE

WB LEFT TURN LANE WB LEFT TURN LANE /

» Almost the same as the
Juneau Creek Alternative,
but was specifically
designed to avoid use of

EB ACCELERATION/ SEE MAP 2.5-6 FOR DETAIL
CLIMBING LANE

. — : k
Iand frOm the KNWR and the 777 \ 1,150 feet elevation ‘ H‘“‘\\
MYSte ry Creek Wilderness. X % o =l Proposed Resurrection | : New
. . ., 2\ &l | PassTraihead 7 Juneau Creek Bridge|
» Would rejoin the existing 7485 7 - s = N
I MP 55 of th a7 | 3 GradeoSEP?_jrgtF'gns (2) ,. Pro:posed Pullout Parkmg Area S
existing highway near 7 ,fe,.. 4 <> Ve

Sportsman’s Landing.

L 7
N/ pf‘fr Segment Eun‘r

on Ex:snng Ahgnment ‘

TN ?-'.11:
y Y Seg ment Buut = ‘ ~ S e
- 2 un\]Nit Ahgnment . { L™ a END PROJECT:
- % ; = , MP 44.5
I -~ ’ —
-l P 47 WP 4¢

o L_15.0-5.8% Grade
» Includes one large bridge . et el L . el
_, M e B gl & ,t-‘
o " D" S MP 51 - by ; '
crossing Juneau Creek Canyon N L s Wt A\ \ i
. ] j"'“ . 3 i) U L i % \—\ -% C}UARTZ
~. B l - N_CREEK
— the longest single-span ﬂ- wps2) Yo
. . N "Old" Sreﬂin'qufghway
brldge in Alaska. A"Q";’ILEM [H)?-:GFIP;IT —_— Emst:ns Hfhway - Q::} X |Overpass to Provide
cqne regliSi Gy Sl ocal Roa + ~— West Connection to
» Total Cost: $257 million to furrent Standards Unimproved Road| &# | Existing Highway a
- | = Eastbound (EB) Passing Lane ® Milepost : __-" y ‘1
g m—= \Nestbound (WB) Passing Lane  ____ Trail iaiﬂ W
(@) Passing Lane Both Directions Mystery Creek RSN A
3 West Connection to 77/ Wilderness ’?@fﬁs‘ U‘W 0.5 1
Existing Highway 11g @ | |
e e The entire ali t would / i[(f "Wlles
* e entire allgnment wou
==== Steep Grade be built to currgnr standards. Cuﬂ_l- | I. e \

SKILAK LAKE RD CONNECTION TO
INTERSECTION \ EXISTING HIGHWAY
EB RIGHT TURN LANE = ~—]  EBRIGHT TURN LANE

WB LEFT TURN LANE WB LEFT TURN LANE



Environmental Issues
In.the Draft SEIS

The Draft SEIS describes the social and environmental
conditions of the project area. The evaluation of project
Impacts covers required topics and discusses issues
identified or raised by the project team, agencies, and the
public throughout the long project lifespan.

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Key Issues:

Land Ownership / Land Use Plans and Policies
Housing and Relocation

Economic Environment

Parks and Recreation Resources; and Section 4(f)
Noise

Visual Resources

Wetlands and Vegetation

Fish and Essential Fish Habitat

Other topics:

Social environment

Transportation

River navigation

Subsistence

Utilities

Geology and Topography

Air Quality

Hazardous Waste Sites and Spills

Energy

Floodplains

Coastal Zone Management

Permits

Short-Term Uses versus Long-Term Productivity
Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources
Cumulative Impacts
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Land Ownership \3/7&5

Land Ownership Wilderness Project Alternatives
Borough I: Project Area Cooper Creek
Federal - USFS m—— Eyxisting Highway === G South
Federal - USFWS Local Road Juneau Creek B,
" Private Unimproved Road = Juneau Creek Variant y | 0 .l“'chj_',s 1

S Native Corporation-CIRI O  Milepost 2 | | |
State ] Miles

Contour Interval 100’
s

" _MYSTERY CREEK WILDERNESS ] =

....-"I- -
. Cooper Tanrdin g_“

" LQuartz
Cre'eﬁk Rd

Percent Ownership
In the Project Area

* Federal - 4
USFWS = Borough

Federal - | State

USFS 13%
45%

Private
5%
Notes:
1. USFS = U.S. Forest Service, Chugach National Forest
2. USFWS = U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service,
Kenai National Wildlife Refuge
3. Private lands (5%) in the chart include Native Corporation
lands owned by CIRI.

Impacts and Benefits

No Build Juneau Creek Juneal.| Creek
Variant

Alternative Alternative Alternative

Impact Category

Federal (9,008)
State (1,720)
Land Ownership Borough (2,013)
facres Native (61)
Private (698)
Total (13,500)
Commercial (103)
Institutional (58)
Residential (548) No impact
Vacant (12,791)
Total (13,500)

No impact




Land Use and
Relocation
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Private and Native Property Impacts and Relocations
(number of affected parcels)

Cooper
Creek
Alternative

Juneau
Creek
Alternative

G South
Alternative

No Build
Alternative

Juneau
Creek Variant

Impact
Category

Private No impact 38
16
Eull Parcel (8 residential properties 0 0 0
and approximately 14 (0 relocations) (0 relocations) (O relocations)
people relocated.)

Kenai National Wildlife Refuge No impact No KNWR land would be No KNWR land would be New transportation No KNWR land would be
acquired, developed, or acquired, developed,  right-of-way across acquired, developed, or
directly used as aresult or directly used as a a corner of the directly used as a result
of the Cooper Creek result of the G South KNWR Mystery Creek  of the Juneau Creek
Alternative outside the Alternative outside the Wildernessunitand  Variant Alternative
existing highway right- existing highway right- the KNWR Intensive  outside the existing
of-way. of-way. Management area highway right-of-way.

would be needed.
The process would
require approval by the
President of the United
States and then a joint

resolution of Congress.

Land Use (2013) | Project Area Project Alternatives
H N m
-g - Commercial - Eyxjsting Highway Cooper Creek
% B Institutional Local Road w5 South -~
T
@ Residential Unimproved Road Juneau Creek
- g | =05
Undeveloped O Milepost == Juneau Creek Variant I I I
N Miles
B

Contour Interval 100

- Quartz |
Creek Rd
\

QY \

-, " Quartz |

(
~CreekiRd »\J

e, '\x

\"u,
\
A\

\




Economic T\m

A ¢ b
Environment
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STERLING

» No alternatives would result in acquiring
or relocating businesses.

» Diverting through-travelers around all

(GS, JC, JCV) or part (CC) of commercial
development could negatively impact
sales for roadside businesses.

» No competing commercial development
could result, as DOT&PF would not allow
connecting driveways or side roads onto

the new highway segment.

»

Improvements to travel time may
Increase visitation to popular vacation
and fishing destinations, and increase
truck-freight shipping through the

project area.

» Reducing risk of accidental spills from
vehicles transport would protect
economies of the communities and
commerce dependent on the Kenai River.




P ar k san d R acte ati on \ N

STERLING

HIGHWAY MILE POST 45 TO 60
ALASKA

o |
D W 7] Y 28 ;' Helen Rhode Community
S Lake gl - N Wildflower Park
Y N O Resurrection Pass / Y
o ' O Trail & r‘ \‘_ Birch Hill -
: 2 e / : .| Bean Creek ik 3 Art Anderson Slaughter Ridge/
Fuller Lakes ) DH® K'Beq Footprints / e /_\ Trail i \ Slaughter Gulch trails
Trail , = & Heritage Site / B (o
;.'_. SRANAARE — B g o r—__& ®, | Kenai River Nature Trail
2 Lapnding Boat = = Wesé;l;geau #,:/ o N (Kenai Princess Lodge) | / ==
Jim's Landing A Launch =1 < N e, “Jro/~.| Coyote Notch
O x. © | S——— - N 4 Trail
KNWR Visitor |\ / T = F IR =S
Contact Station [/ Russian River |.=1""q | = : <\ f) A\ =47 A% _"'” ;TR
N R Ferry Crossing & | O K > N 22 ~ A -] 'f_ﬁ/,ﬂ
e ."I ,—-""-—“- X : J;; _ e
— et * s T L MP 56 T[a[}t,ﬂt .. MF’ 49 - 4 e Tan
4 NP8 . - L Nt g 4 Ll LS - =t : ) 52 AE o ok TractB |  _=m3= — = === |
Py N vt e i oo Russian River| -7} o .t,f, A —— -
SKILAK * RN Angler's Trail . X L\ WL Cooper Landing
FLAKERD) o vn oy amede e s e it e o2 i, S i e " | Boat Launch and (—
: e, Q Qo Gwin's Lodge ' P
,\ o :} g r : X Day Use Area AT
] Surprise Creek Russian Lakes [ L el o SR = : N Waikiki Beach SEET?
4 = e ﬁ‘h‘;: Stets_?n _(;Jreek SN
\ N K rai el SN 6 [
_____ ' S "Camp K" (operated
Trailhead | Cooper Cr. Public Camp & Picnic Ground |..._; Project Area ; ® \‘s. SHacIE B rd Clook] ﬁﬁin&iﬂfﬁ)
'E Boat Launch Quartz Cr. Campground Project Alternatives " A \\ Powerline Tralil
- - L - Y
% - --- National Recreation Trail TUSS'EHFRT:E;CEmpgmu:d Cooper Creek y \ 0 05
uneau Falls Recreation Area - J \ ' |
3 Cooper Creek Public . , GiSan Cooper Lake \ I I I
B Scrvice Site, Tract C Kenai River Recreation Area Juneau Creek Dam Road * MiaS
Lower Russian Recreation Area —— Juneau Creek Variant 5 i WAL L o

Impacts and Benefits

Impact Category No Build Cooper Creek G South Juneau Creek (Juneau Creek Variant
Alternative Alternative Alternative Alternative Alternative

No impact Kenai River Special Kenai River Special  Kenai National Kenai River Recreation

. ManagementArea Management Area Wildlife Refuge and Area
Recreation Resources — — Wilderness _
Affected Cooper Landing Boat Kenai River — Sportsman’s Landing

LaunchandDayUse  RecreationArea  Resurrection Pass boat launch
Area _ Trail (temporary occupancy during
_ Sportsm an’s Landin g (crossed with bridge, added new construction only)
0 , trailhead) -
(temporary occupancy during . .
Kenal. River construction onl — Resurrection Pass Trail
Recreation Area Z : (crossed with bridae, added
— Bean Creek Trail O ey
— . railhea
Sport s Landi Bean Creek Trail (rerouted, crossed with bridge) _
por San's Lan ,mg (rerouted, crossed with bridge) —_— .
(temporary occupancy during . . . Bean Creek Trail
construction only) ' o : Birch Rldg e Trail -
_ Berh Ri d g e Trall (shortened) (rerouted, crossed with bridge)
. (shortened) —_— =
Stetson Creek Trail o Art Anderson/ Birch Ridge Trail
_ hortened,
CooperLake Dam Ar;Anderlsohn/ | Slaughter Guich s
: . Slaughter Gulch Trai Trail —
Roa((l/ Po:llvgtzlblge)Trall Wl chortened Art Anderson/Slaughter
crossea witn oriage _ G“ICh Trall
. hortened
Juneau Bench Trails shortened
(crossed with grade separation) .
Juneau Bench Trails

(crossed with grade separation)

Juneau Falls
Recreation Area

Juneau Falls Recreation
Area

Proposed Mitigation

»  Parking, trailheads, connections — Stetson Creek Trail (CC), Bean Creek Trail (GC, JC, JCV), Resurrection Pass Trail (JC, JCV).
»  Underpasses — Cooper Lake Dam Road (CC), extension of Slaughter Ridge Road, West Juneau Road (JC, JCV).

»  Juneau Falls Overlook added to Juneau Falls Recreation area, plus pedestrian walkway to connect trails on either side of

canyon (JC, JCV).
» Iditarod National Historic Trail Connection and Snow River Pedestrian Crossing at opposite end of Kenai Lake to
accommodate Iditarod commemorative trail (JC, JCV).
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o UHeE 28
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» Lake 2 | @
N 2
© 1\C
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5l s
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o
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Sqilantnu Archaological — (=
District iy
O F
—
—-—
QS s B =S
Z B D) -~ ~
~ (U pm — H__,é-:-_._._._ > ::f
S - =70 B e\
'Lb - - e A e 74 .
gun—— - s el I ey ” \

Impact

Category No Build

Alternative Alternative

Sgilantnu
Archaeological
District (28
contributing
properties)

Confluence
Traditional Cultural
Property

Charles G. Hubbard
Mining Claims
Historic District

Historic Properties
Adversely Affected

Kenai Mining and
Milling Company
Historic District

Stetson Creek Trail

Proposed Mitigation

»

is expected.
An agreement among tribal entities and agencies (consulting parties) will
be presented in the Final EIS.

Cooper Creek

Resurrection Pass
Historic Trail
(north of Bean Ck
Trail junction)

0

0.5
| | |

Miles

Contour Interval 100’

1

Bean Creek Historic Trail

Broadview Guard Station
(building only)

h—_—---—-—-_-———-

e

QO
5 . ; b Q‘ i ( o * DD
Sqilantnu Russian River Confluence | \ 2 " Gwin's Lodge . Sy
Site—Traditional Cultural Property \ J;:- / - (building only) : ®
.i Q::'t ! ! »,“ a P Direct Area of Existing Highway
Map Notes: H ] ! ‘-‘ Q Put.entlal Effect (APE) | ocal Road
1. Individual archaeological and historic properties within Il ; i / iy " r o Indirect Area of Project Alternatives
historic and archaeological districts, as well as New Village - / Ruisfa z — _ . c Potential Effect
TCP, are not shown because of map scale and to protect 1Y Stetson Creek Historic Trail . @ | ___ Sqilantnu Archaeological Cooper Creek
= : / 1 . Lake ' o) | e

historic resources. The Sqilantnu Archaeological | \ i A ) L wd District - (5 South
District, in particular, contains hundreds of individual ' } % | T
historic properties that contribute to the district. \*1 J—f'*‘ 'R Confluence TCP _
2. Because of map scale, the Direct APE is sometimes A RINAREY = === Historic Trail Juneau Creek Variant
obscured. It runs the length of each alternative and, { i L Resurrection Pass Trail
at minimum, is the width of the proposed highway right-of-way. r’ " y ~ (not historic)

Impacts and Benefits

G South
Alternative

Sgilantnu
Archaeological
District (25
contributing
properties)
Confluence
Traditional Cultural
Property

Charles G. Hubbard
Mining Claims
Historic District

Bean Creek Trail

Juneau Creek
Variant
Alternative

Juneau Creek
Alternative

Sgilantnu Archaeological District
(JCAIt: 13 contributing properties)
(JCVariant Alt: 22 contributing properties)

Confluence Traditional Cultural Property

Bean Creek Trail

Substantial mitigation for effects to adversely affected historic properties
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» Increases in traffic would cause increased noise levels,
even under No Build Alternative.

Impacts and Benefits

G South
Alternative

Juneau Creek
Variant
Alternative

Juneau Creek
Alternative

No Build
Alternative

Cooper Creek
Alternative

Impact Category

0 residential
1 recreational
1 total

0 residential
1 recreational
1 total

0 residential
2 recreational
2 total

4 residential

2 recreational

1 commercial
7 total

4 residential
1 recreational
5 total

Noise

(number of receptors at which noise
approaches or exceeds Noise Abatement
Criteria, or where a substantial increase is
predicted in 2043)

=
(receptor #107)
CC

{receptor #87) {
/ J MP 47
o S .

Kenai National Wildlife Refuge
Chugach National Forest

This map depicts existing noise impacts for the
Sterling Highway in 2012 and predicted impacts
by alternative for 2043. The labels illustrate which

¢ Noise Impacts by Receptor Type Section 4(f)
S Lot ‘ Residential - Trail Resource

alternative is associated with each noise impact
and the impacted noise receptor is labeled. Refer

D for greater detail.
E = Existing Highway (2012)
0 0.5 1 NB = No Build Alternative (2043)
| | | CC = Cooper Creek Alternative (2043) QY
Milos GS = G South Alternative (2043) ;-",-""'" 1 e
JC = Juneau Creek Alternative (2043) \
Contour Interval 100" yoV/ = Juneau Creek Variant Alternative (2043)

* Russian
.1"". E‘ ake

NAC Class B

<

Campsite, Rec. Area, Trail -
® NAC Class C
<

Commercial -
NAC Class E

Noise Receptor
Milepost
Existing Highway

Mystery Creek
Wilderness Area

Project Alternatives
Cooper Creek
(G South

Juneau Creek

Juneau Creek
Variant

» Noise walls, berms, or barriers are not geographically

feasible.




Y® Key View

(1) Kenai Lake

(2) Sung Harbor Road

(3) Kenai River/Lake Junction
(4) Cooper Landing

(5) Cooper Landing
Community Center

(6) Kenai River East

(7a) Juneau Mountain

(7b) Kenai Princess South
(8) Bean Creek Road

(9) Cooper Lake Dam Road
(10) Juneau Creek Valley

Landscape Units

(1) Kenai Lake (

2) Kenai Lake/River Junction (7) Kenai River West —— Unimproved Road === G South | _

3) Juneau Mountain (8) West Kenai River Uplands - --- Trail Juneau Creek Miles

4) Kenai River East x I Project Area O Milepost Juneau Creek Variant Contour Interval 100’

(
(
(

(11) Round Mountain

(12a) Juneau Creek Falls
Lookout

(12b) Juneau Creek Bridge
(13) Resurrection Trail

(14) Russian River Ferry
(15) River View

(16) Russian River/Kenai
River Sanctuary

(5) Cooper Creek - Existing Highway Project Alternatives
6) Juneau Creek Valley Local Road - Cooper Creek
)

_ Existing View

All alternatives would adversely affect visual environment but also provide new views.

Proposed Mitigation

All cuts and fills would be constructed with care.

Bare soils would be seeded for quick greening of landscape.

Large new bridges under all alternatives would be designed with aesthetics
in mind.

»
»
»



Wetlands and
Vegetation

i'?

Chug‘ach National Forest

' al{enai\_NatiDnal Wildlife Refugé

Wetland Mapping Limits " Emergent Wetland Project Alternatives
L_l Project Area Forested VWetland — Cooper Creek
Wetland Type - Pond Wetland = (5 South

Deciduous Shrub Thicket Wetland | Shrub-Dominated Bog Wetland Juneau Creek _ Miles

Juneau Creek Variant

Contour Interval 100’

Wet Meadow

ANational Wildlife Refuge
@\ach National Forest

|
|

|

|

|

|

|

i

:

|

|
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|

|
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|

|

|

i

|
-w
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!| =
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i
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I i
i

o #

{ !_KEF'IE

Vegetation Mapping Limits - Needle-leaved forest  Project Alternatives
Vegetation Type Wet meadow ' - Cooper Creek
Broad-leaved forest Dry meadow - G South

Mixed needle-broad leaved forest Non-vegetated Juneau Creek Miles

F : 'I i i
Shrub thicket __1Project Area Juneau Creek Variant Contour Interval 100’

Juneau Creek

Impact Category | Cooper Creek Juneau Creek Variant

Wetlands 11
(acres filled)

Vegetation 188

(acres removed)

Proposed Mitigation

» Construction best management practices.

» Pay a fee to a wetland bank or land trust for protection or enhancement of
wetlands in a critical location on the Kenai Peninsula.
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Fuller Unnamed Creek 4 #2‘2':5:03_;]05{3_82*; 65

N Lake _ #244-30-10010-2157 : N

= - Culvert Location T JIN NN B

: 3 Juneau Creek New Bridge :-:3:-1
Unnamed Creek 3 |/’ , 2 . _
#244-30-10010-2159 Bean Creek 71 Cooper Landing Replacement Bridge

R:etaining Wall/ Culvert Location *= #244-30-10010-2169
_ | Riprap Area : Culvert Location

Fuller Creek
#244-30-10010-2151

Culvert Location Kenai River
#244-30-10010

Unnamed Creek 1
#244-30-10010-2166
Schooner Bend Cooper Creek :
; #244-30-10010-2162 Creek re-routed into

............... BEp ot e, New Bridge open channel adjacent road

Source. Alaska Department of Fish and Game,
Map Notes:

Anadromous Walers Catalog, June 2014. : ‘ : _
1. All anadromous fish streams are considered

Essential Fish Habitat Project Alternatives Essential Fish Habitat. Map depicts reaches
known to contain anadromous fish.

=i ' '
( ) . Cooper Creek Unnamed Creek 2 2. Line-work for anadromous fish streams has

Anadromous Fish * #244-30-10010-2160 been modified from original source data to 0 05 1

— (3 South
Stream (EFH) Culvert Location include additional Kenai River channels ]
ERinnmuay SONNERY

Juneau Creek | . and upstream portion of Unnamed Creek 1.
Stream Russian 3. Anadromous Waters Catalog (AWC) Miles

Juneau Creek Variant / Lake numbers are included in map labels. Contour Interval 100"

gy g
: _tProject Area 7 |

Impacts and Benefits

Juneau Creek
Variant
Alternative

Impact Category | NoBuild | CooperCreek | GSouth | Juneau Creek
Alternative | Alternative | Alternative | Alternative

Potential Risk of Water
Quality Impacts Due to

Spills

(percentage of roadway located within 500 feet
of the Kenai River, Kenai Lake, Cooper Creek,
Juneau Creek, and Russian River)

Essential Fish Habitat 1.2 acres/8 crossings: 1.0 acre/8 crossings: 0.8 acres/2 crossings: 0.8 acres/2 crossings:

Impacts — 4 culverts — 3 bridges — 1 culvert — 1 culvert
(acres altered; crossings of anadromous fish 3 bridges — 5 culverts — 1 brldge — 1brid ge

1 creek re-routed

streams with type of crossing)




Wildlife
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Legend

Moose Collisions (2000-2009)*

Moose Habitat Type™*
General
General, Winter, and
Rutting
Rutting and Winter

® Accident: Other Animal*

-
Project Alternatives

1 __: Project Area

- Cooper Creek
Rutting = G South
Juneau Creek
Juneau Creek Variant

Source:
*DOT&PF, 2012
*ADF&G, Alaska Habitat Management Guides, 1985

Miles

Contour Interval 100°

Imact Category

Impacts and Benefits

\[

Alternative

Juneau Creek Juneau Creek
Alternative | Variant Alternative

G South
Alternative

Build Cooper Creek

Alternative

Brown Bear

General

Rutting

Rutting and Winter
Total Habitat Lost

(acres)

Habitat AVOidance Area (acres in

addition to the avoidance area created by existing highway)

605 1,468 2,834 2,640

37
100
67
204

37

105
74
216

59
114
104
277

40
116
110
266
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Next Steps

We » Draft SEIS has been issued for public and agency review.
» Publicand agency comments are being accepted through May 26, 2015.
» Respond to comments and revise the SEIS as needed.

. » ldentify a Preferred Alternative.
» lssue a Final EIS for review and comment.

Spring/Summer
2015

2018-23

Fall/Winter
2015 2016-17

Draft SEIS 60-Day

Comment Period,

Public Hearing /
Open House

Respond to Final SEIS and Design and
Comments on Draft] | Record of Decision Right-of-way
SEIS (ROD) Acquisition

Construction Completion

When the environmental process is complete, the FHWA will issue a Record of Decision.



Comments 4

AAAAAA

May 26, 2015!

The most helpful comments are those that:
Comment Deadline

»  Provide new information.

» ldentify a new issue.

» ldentify a flaw or gap in analysis, or identify unexplored lines of
research that could materially alter the assessment of impacts.

Comments can be submitted:

Your comments are important »  Via the website using the comment form: www.sterlinghighway.net

to the SEIS process! The public »  Email: sterlinghwy@hdrinc.com

and agencies are encouraged »  Standard mail:

to review the Draft SEIS, DOT&PF Central Region
accompanying appendices, and Sterling Highway MP 45-60 Project
technical reports. Comments PO Box 196900

should be postmarked no later Anchorage, AK 99519-6900

than May 26, 2015! »  Inperson at this meeting!



